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"I do nothing but that which I am bound to do,
^'and am accountable to God for the contrary: for
I do acknowledge that the special and greatest
"point of difference that is betwixt a rightful king
" and an usurping tyrant is in this; that whereas the
"proud and ambitious tyrant doth think Ms king-
'dom and people are only ordained for the satis-
faction of his desires and unreasonable appetites;
"the righteous and just king doth, by the contrary,
"acknowledge himself to be ordained for the pro-
curing of the wealth and prosperity of his people,
" and that his greatest and principal worldly felicity
"must consist in their prosperity. If you be rich
"I cannot be poor; if you be happy I cannot but
"be fortunate; and I protest that your welfare shall

"ever be my greatest care and contentment----

"As the head is ordained for the body and not the
"body for the head; so must a righteous king know
"himself to be ordained for his people, and not his
"people for him: for although a king and people be
"related, yet can he be no king if he want people
"and subjects. But there be many people in the
" world that lack a head, wherefore I will never be
"ashamed to confess it my principal honour, to be
"the great servant of the commonwealth, and ever
"think the prosperity thereof to be my greatest
"felicity1." The stress which James laid on the
responsibility of a monarch to God distinguished
his position from that of any royalists who attri-
1 Cobbett's Parliamentary History, i, p, 986.